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Abstract

Introduction: Organic acid salts, particularly potassium diformate (KDF) and sodium diformate (NDF),
have emerged as promising dietary additives in aquaculture due to their acidifying, antimicrobial, and
mineral-chelating properties. These compounds are known to lower gastric pH, inhibit the growth of
harmful bacteria, promote beneficial gut microbiota, and enhance nutrient absorption. This study aimed to
evaluate the effects of different levels of dietary KDF and NDF on some serum macrominerals, gastric
pH, and fecal bacterial population in Siberian sturgeon (Acipenser baerii).

Materials and methods: A total of 315 Siberian sturgeon with an average initial weight of 17.85 + 0.2
grams were distributed randomly in 21 fiberglass tanks and fed with seven experimental diets with tree
replications for eight weeks. Nutritional diets included the control group (without organic acid salt) and
groups with 1.5, 3, and 5 grams of sodium diformate or potassium diformate per kilogram of diet. At the
end of the trial, blood was collected to measure serum concentrations of sodium, potassium, calcium, and
phosphorus. Stomach pH was measured two hours after feed withdrawal, and fecal samples were analyzed
to determine the total viable count and lactic acid bacteria population using selective culture media.

Results and Discussion: The results showed that fish fed 5 g/kg of either sodium diformate or potassium
diformate exhibited a significant increase in serum concentrations of sodium, potassium, calcium, and
phosphorus compared to the control group (p<0.05). Moreover, the number of lactic acid bacteria in feces
was significantly higher in all treatment groups receiving sodium diformate or potassium diformate than in

60


http://dx.doi.org/10.71901/jad-2025-4-825
http://dx.doi.org/10.71901/jad-2025-4-825
https://aqudev.lahijan.iau.ir/article-1-825-en.html

[ Downloaded from aqudev.lahijan.iau.ir on 2026-06-11 ]

[ DOI: 10.71901/jad-2025-4-825 |

Journal of Aquaculture Development, Vol. 19, No. 4, 2026, Pages: 60-77

the control (p<0.05). In contrast, stomach pH measured two hours after feed withdrawal and the total
viable bacterial counts in feces exhibited a dose-dependent decrease in the treated groups compared to the
control (p<0.05). These findings suggest that dietary supplementation with KDF or NDF, particularly at
higher doses, enhances mineral absorption through reduced stomach pH and modulates intestinal
microbial communities by increasing beneficial lactic acid bacteria and reducing pathogenic bacteria.

Conclusion: These findings indicate that dietary supplementation with sodium diformate or potassium
diformate, particularly at 5 g/kg, can reduce stomach pH and enhance the absorption of macrominerals
into the bloodstream. Furthermore, the increased fecal lactic acid bacteria and decreased excretion of
harmful bacteria into the environment suggest that these organic acid salts may improve intestinal function
and promote the development of environmentally sustainable diets for Siberian sturgeon.

Keywords: Sodium diformate, Potassium diformate, Serum macrominerals, Fecal bacterial population,
Siberian sturgeon
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Experimental diet

Ingredients Control Proximate analysis

Fishmeal' 465 Crude protein (CP) 46.49
Meat meal® 55 Crude lipid (CL) 13.41
Wheat gluten? 50 Crude fibre (CF) 1.02
Soybean meal* 150 Ash 8.4
Wheat flour 190 Moisture 7.11
Molasses 25 NFE® 235.7
Fish oil (Caspian Sea 40 Gross energy 20.32
sprat) (MJ/kg)’

Vitamin mixture’ 10 Phosphorus (P) 10.7
Mineral mixture’ 10

a-Cellulose 5

Potassium diformate® 0

Sodium diformate® 0

1- Fishmeal was obtained from Kilka (Clupeonella sp.) that includes 672.9 g/kg (CP), 200.2 g/kg (CL), and total volatile

nitrogen 15.7 mg/100 g (Gill Poodr Co., Bandar Anzali, Iran).

2- Cattle slaughter waste contains 483.9 g/kg (CP) and 119.8 g/kg (CL) (Gilehdam Caspian Co., Rasht, Iran).
3- Wheat gluten meal contains 826.8 g/kg (CP) and 17.2 g/kg (CL) (Sanat Afarin Sanyar Co., Esfehan, Iran).
4- Soybean meal contains 413.8 g/kg (CP) and 25.6 g/kg (CL) (Behpak Industrial Co., Mazandaran, Iran).

5- Vitamin and mineral mixture detailed by (Banavreh et al., 2019).

6- (ADDCON Nordic AS, Porsgrunn, Norway).
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Figure 1: Stomach pH two hours after feed withdrawal in Siberian sturgeon fed diets containing different levels
of sodium diformate, potassium diformate, and the control diet (without organic acid salt) for 8 weeks. Values
with different lowercase letters indicate statistically significant differences (p<0.05).
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Figure 2: Total viable bacterial count in the feces of Siberian sturgeon fed diets containing different levels of
sodium diformate, potassium diformate, and the control diet at the end of the 8-week trial. Values with different
lowercase letters indicate statistically significant differences (P<0.05).
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Figure 3: Lactic acid bacteria (LAB) count in the feces of Siberian sturgeon fed diets containing different levels
of sodium diformate, potassium diformate, and the control diet at the end of the 8-week trial. Values with different
lowercase letters indicate statistically significant differences (p<0.05).
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Table 2: Serum concentrations of sodium, potassium, calcium, and phosphorus in Siberian sturgeon fed diets
containing different levels of sodium diformate, potassium diformate, and the control diet at the end of the 8-
week trial. Values with different lowercase letters indicate statistically significant differences (p<0.05).
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